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munication. But with it unoccupied the way was
clear.

The Spaniards had inaugurated a small naval
reservation at Olongapo, the port of Subig, and at
various times appointed boards of officers to report
upon the strategic advantages of the situation. So
emphatic were the recommendations of these boards
in favor of Subig as a naval station in place of Cavite
that the change might have been made except for
the strong social and official opposition, which pre-
ferred life in the capital to comparative exile in a
provincial port. Therefore, the fortification of the
bay had been neglected; and although at the last
moment there was a nervous attempt to improvise
defences, so little was done that when, on April 26,
the Spanish admiral finally realized that Subig Bay
was the strongest point for the defence of his fleet
and of Manila, and accordingly sailed from Cavite
for Subig, he found, upon arrival, that comparatively
nothing had been accomplished and that the posi-
tion was untenable.

Only twenty-four hours before the arrival of our
scouts he got under way and steamed back to Cavite.
In his official report he writes feelingly of his disgust
that no guns had been mounted and that the en-
trance had not been mined. He was in error about
the mines, however. A Spanish officer assured the
executive officer of the Concord that eighty mines
had been planted in the entrance to Subig Bay.s of com- he steamed through theowed to theappui. The risks taken were enormous but
